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and fouler water; to wear odiously ugly clothes; to do
menial service for his natural inferiors; to wheel manure
in barrows; worst of all, to herd with vulgar men; to make
himself disliked and scorned and hated, literally------: it it
be selfish to desire these things, then the Duke of Gandia
was a selfish man. "It is impossible to admire him!"
People who say these silly things make the mistake,
commit the injustice, are guilty of the absurd inconsist-
ency, of judging the Duke of Gandia by comparing him to
their own ideal. He must be regarded as he was; not as he
might have been if he had imitated the ideal of some
Twentieth-Century plumber, haberdasher, or journalist, It
is not necessary to admire him. He never courted admira-
tion; nor imitation either. What he did was personal
between himself and his God. He acted up to his lights
He obeyed the voice of his conscience. He took for hi?
ideal, that of San Francesco d'Assisi,
NUDUS NUDTJM CHRISTUM SEQXJENS,
He had the right. The affair was his. And his deeds
can be related only: for, to use them to teach a lesson or
to point a moral would be like a vain beating of the air.
Lessons in this department of knowledge are given by no
human instructor; and they are given solely to the hearts
of willing learners.
The first hindrance was removed.
A few days after the death of the Duchess, Pere Pierre
Lef evre of the Company of Jesus arrived at Gandia, by
previous arrangement, to lay the foundation stone of the
college which the Duke was building for the Jesuits, He
brought with him the Book of Spiritual Exercises written
by the General Padre Ifiigo de Loyola. The Duke of
Gandia took advantage of his presence to perform these
Spiritual Exercises, consisting of prayers, pious medita-
tions, and rigorous and systematic searchings of the heart*